Academic Learning Compacts – ALCs
Criminology
CIP: 45.0401

Academic Program Mission
The mission of the bachelors degree program is to use a multidisciplinary approach to provide students with a specialized
understanding of the criminal justice system and criminal behavior, particularly the ability to understand, explain , predict,
and prevent crime and victimization. The program seeks to enable students to critically evaluate both crininological reseach
and public policy responses to crime. It encourages students to become civically invloved in the field through interships and
organizational involvement. Overall, the criminology program aims to prepare students for both careers and graduate sudies
in criminal justice, law, and other justice-related fields and for a lifelong commitment to learning, service and justice.

Career/Employment Options for Graduates
Crime Analust, Corrections Officer, Fraud Investigator, Child Portection, Insurance Investigator, Private Security, Federal
Law Enforcement, State Law Enforcement, Local Law Enforcement, Victim Advocate, Juvenile Justice Specialist, Juvenile
Aftercare, School Resouce Officer, Investigator for Medical, Examiner Military Security, Research Analyst
Specific Information on this Academic Program
http://www1.usfsp.edu/coas/scl/criminology.htm
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Details Relating to Student Learning Outcomes
1.Content/ Discipline skills
Goals/Objectives
1a. Demonstrate an understanding of
major criminological perspectives and
theories of criminal behavior, as well
as the policy implications influenced
by these theories.

1b. Understand the development and
operation of the major components of
the criminal justice system, as well as
the relationship between the democratic
political process and the operation of
the criminal justice system.

Means of Assessment
1. CCJ 3117: Students must write a
paper researching a criminological
theory and apply the theory to a reallife offender.

Criteria for Success
1. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an “average” or
better.

2. CCJ 3117: In the assignment
described in #1, students will be
responsible for outlining a policy that
connects to the theory they used in the
paper.

2. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an “average” or
better.

1. CCJ 3024: Standardized exam
questions.

1. 75% of the students will, score 70% or
better on these questions.

2. CJC 4010: Students are required to
complete an assignment examining an
aspect of the correctional system.*

2. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an “average” or
better.

1c. Demonstrate the ability to apply the 1. CCJ 3701: Students must write a
principles of empirical social science
“data and methods’ section of a
research to the field of criminology.
research proposal for a topic in
criminology and criminal justice.

1. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an average or better
grade, and an average grade should
reflect that the issues of sampling, data
collection method, and unit of analysis
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being addressed.
2. CCJ 3701: Students are required to
write a “research question and
hypothesis” section of a research
proposal for a topic in criminology and
criminal justice.

2. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an average or better
grade, and an average grade should
reflect that the issues of logical
connection between review and research
question and specification of variables are
addressed.

3. CCJ 3706: Students are required to
complete three assignments of
empirical data analyses in the field of
criminology and criminal justice.

3. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an average or better
on three assignments.

1d. Demonstrate an understanding of
the theoretical foundations of crime
prevention, as well as, apply the
principles of crime prevention in a real
world setting.

1. CJE 3444: Students are given
quizzes to test their knowledge of the
theoretical foundations.

1. At least 75% of the students will score
70% or higher on these quizzes.

1e. Demonstrate an understanding of
the theoretical foundations of crime
analysis as well as the techniques used
to analyze patterns of crime.

1. CJE 3656: Students will complete
1. At least 75% of the students will score
exam questions testing their knowledge 70% or higher on exam questions.
of crime analysis theory.
2. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an “average” or

2. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
2. CJE 3444: Students must complete a students will achieve an “average” or
project where they analyze a real world better.
setting from the perspectives of crime
prevention theory, identify high and
low risk aspects of the setting, and,
based on the principles of crime
prevention, recommend changes to
reduce the risk of crime.
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better.
2. CJE 3656: Students must complete a
group project in which they
demonstrate their ability to develop
research questions about a crime
problem; analyze crime, demographic
and economic data; report their results;
and come up with recommendations to
address the problem.
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2. Communication Skills
Goals/objectives

Means of Assesment

Criteria for success

2a. Possess the ability to create and
deliver effective oral presentations.

1. CJE 3444: Students are required to
give an oral presentation on a crime
prevention project.

1. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an “average” or
better.

2b. Demonstrate the ability to develop
effective written presentations.

1. CCJ 3701: Students are required to
write a complete research proposal or
independently assess major
components of a research paper.

1. Based on scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an average or better
grade.
2. Based on a scoring rubric, 75% of the
students will achieve an average or better.

2. CJE 3656: Students must create a
poster outlining the results of their
crime analysis project.
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3.Critical thinking skills
Goals/objectives

Means of Assesment

Criteria for success

3a. Demonstrate critical thinking and
analytical abilities and construct sound
arguments regarding crime-related
issues.

1. CCJ 3701: Students are required to
write a literature review in which they
logically integrate collected empirical
evidence and critically assess the
evidence.

1. Using a scoring rubric for the specific
assignment, 75% of the students will
score an average or better on their ability
to critically analyze the topic.

2. CCJ 4934: In all sections of this
course (regardless of topic), students
are required to complete an assignment
demonstrating their critical thinking
and analytical abilities.

2. Using a scoring rubric for the specific
assignment, 75% of the students will
score an average or better on their ability
to critically analyze the topic.
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4.Civic engagement
Goals/objectives

Means of Assesment

Criteria for success

4a. Our students will be involved with
local agencies as well as the
community as a whole, and understand
the importance of civic engagement.

1. CJE 3656: Students are required to
complete a crime analysis project using
data from a local police department.
They study crime in the surrounding
area and report on the crime problem to
local groups (when applicable) and
present their research annually at the
undergraduate research symposium on
campus.

1. We will collect data on the number of
students who complete this project, what
percentage of these students present their
research at the undergraduate research
day, and whether any of the students
present their research to any other local
organizations.

2. CCJ 4940: Students enrolled in this
course are required to work 145 hours
for criminal justice agency, interview
people at that agency and write a
journal about their internship
experiences.

2. We will collect data on the number of
students who complete the required
number of hours for the internship, what
percentage received a positive rating from
their supervisors, and the satisfactory
completion of their journals.
3. Data will be collected on the number of
students participating in their project and
the outcome of the project itself.

3. CCJ 4934—Gender and Crime:
Students are required to complete a
civic engagement project.
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